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WILLARD  RICHARDS,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE; 

To  the  Chancellor  and  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State 
■oi  Deseret,  delivered  in  the  Bowery,  at  Gfeat  Salt  Lake  City,  iii 
presence  of  his  Excellency,  Governor  Yoiing,  April   17th.,  1850. 

Intelligence  is  the  great  governing  and'  controliiig  i)i-inciple  of 
the  Uiiiverse.  If  God  vfere  not  in  possession  of  more  light,  knowl- 
edge, and  latelligence,  than  the  Devil,  he, could  not  maiutaiu  his 
govennnent,  or  dominions;  and  they  would  be  liable  to  be  over- 
thrown every  time  that  evil  should  lift  itself  up  against  good.  If 
man  were  not  possessed  of  more  intelligence  than  brutes,  he  could 
not  govern  thcni;  for  brutes  are  possessed  of  the  greater  physical 
ibrce.  Do'.'s  tiie  animal  creation,  reasott,  and  converse?  It  docs. 
It  is  often  asserted  that  man  is  possessed  of  reason;  and  because 
he  can  reason  and  beasts  cannot,  he  is  the  superior.  Tiie  dady 
and  general  observation  of  men  proves  this  principle  false;  brutes 
do  reason,  and  some  of  them  reason  better  than  some  men.  Brutes 
talk.  Their  language  is  as  nitelligible  to  otiiers  of  the  same  spe- 
cies, as  man's  is  to  his  fellows;  and  if  t!ie  horse  does  not  under- 
titaiid  the  language  of  the  cow,  or  the  wolf  the  deer;  or  any  species 
of  animal  should  not  understand  the  language  of  another  species, 
it  is  no  wonder,  so  long  as  men  of  one  nation  or  language  or  dia- 
lect, do  not  understand  the  language  of  aiiother  nation,  language  or 
dialect. 

l^efore  sin  entered  into  the  world,  the  serpent,  the  most  degra- 
ded of  all  the  beasts  of  the  field,  sj.oke  the  language  of  man,  was 
understood  by  him,  and  conversed  with  him;  and  will  any  one 
dare  to  assert  that  other  animals,  and  those  of  a  more  exalted  na- 
ture, could  not  talk  as  well  as  the  serpent?  If  so,  let  him  prove  his 
assertion.  Birds  as  well  as  brutes;  talk:  and  distinctly  too.  Who, 
that  has  listened  to  the  horrid  oaths  of  it!';  tame  crow  and  the  par- 
rot, repeated  distinctly  from  the  lips  of  their  jirijon  kee[)ers,  or 
owners, will  dare  say  that  those  birds  Can  never  be  taught  to  ])ray, 
if  man  shall  become  enlightened  and  picas  enough  to  teacli  them  : 
as  readily  as  they  are  now  taught  to  SY>'far? 

As  well  might  the  college  graduate  assert  that  the  "^lalav  and 
Circassian  could  not  talk,  and  liad  no  language,  because  the  ig- 
norant sophomore  could  not  understand  them  ;  as  for  the  crow,  the 
parrot,  the  serpent,  or  man,  to  say  that  other  brutes,  birds,  or  oven 
the  fishes  could  not  talk,  because  their  language  is  unintelligible  to 
the  ignorant  assert.-.r.  It  may-  be  objected  to  the  general  piinci- 
ple,  that  the  cases  mentioned,  and  others  that  might  be  inention- 
ed,  are  exceptions  to  a  general  rule.  The  fact  is  admitted.  u:tJ 
v/hat  does  it  prove  ?  If  one  truth  exists  in  the  circle  of  ouracqu.iin- 
tance,  another  of  like  kind  may  exist,  of  which  wcare  unacquainted- 
and  when  our  minds  shall  have  become  enlightened  by  the  !:!uv- 
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edge  of  the  second  truth,  we  may  then  be  as  well  prepared  to  dis- 
cover two  more  truths,  making  four,  as  we  were  the  second  by 
the  first  ;  and  so  on  to  endless  progression. 

How  much  more  wonderful  would  it  be,  for  man,  eventually, 
to  ascertam  that  all  annuals  and  birds,  fishes  and  insects,  had  as 
perfect  a  language  and  speech  as  the  serpent  had,  and  the  {wrrot 
has ;  than  to  find  all  the  confused  languages  and  dialects  of  earth, 
dispensed  with,  for  a  pure  language;  and  all  men  talking  one 
tongue  !  But  whether  it  will  be  so  or  not,  to  us,  it  mattereth  not; 
our  present  design  is  to  keep  this  truth  in  view  ;  that  intelligence 
is  possessed  by  all  things  that  have  life,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
according  to  their  capacities  ;  and  that  whenever  instinct  is  apj)li- 
ed  to  brutes,  more  than  man,  a  false  term  is  substituted  for  reason, 
and  truth  is  varnished  with  something  Pilsely  called  science  ;  and 
any  man,  who  denies  these  truths,  n.d  understands  language, 
must  deny  his  own  daily  cbservatiou,  or  acknowledge  that  he 
has  been  idle  and  taken  no  observation. 

Correct  observation,  is  the  surest  kind  of  Revelation,  and  hence, 
the  old  proverb,  "experience  is  the  best  schoolmaster  ;"  and  were 
man's  observations  sufficiently  extensive,  he  would  never  need 
additional  revelation ;  for  he  would  be  in  possession  of  all  the  in- 
telligence, his  nature  would  capacitate  him  to  make  use  of,  and  so 
long  as  the  most  learned  lexicographers  of  the  age  shall  deny  rea- 
son to  brutes,  when  ever,y  days  experience  proves  the  contrary  : — 
and  their  Lexicons  shall  be  the  ensign  of  knowledge  to  the  great 
family  of  man  ;  so  long  will  men  grope  in  darkness,  if  it  be  noon 
day  ;  and  there  will  be  folly  and  ignorance  enough  for  wise  men 
to  look  upon  and  shun  ;  and  the  man  that  is  truly  wise,  and  ob- 
serves the  follies  of  others,  and  shuns  them,  may  increase  his  wis- 
dom just  as  well  as  though  he  had  experienced  the  same  he  has 
observed  in  others,  and  save  himself  many  a  hard  thump,  and 
lengthen  his  days  an  hundred  fold. 

This  might  prove  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  those  who 
have  no  religion,  except  such  as  they  are  afraid  will  die  wit!i 
them  ;  who  liopc  they  have  a  hope,  and  hope  they  are  in  a  hnpe- 
ful  way  for  the  hope  of  salvation,  but  know  not  their  true  state 
of  existence,  as  registered  in  the  Heavens,  or  of  their  future  pros- 
pects, M'hether  above  or  beneath  ;  or  of  the  nature  or  locality  there- 
of, and  cannot  say  with  the  ancients,  I  know  in  whom  I  have 
believed;  that  my  redeemer  will  stand  m  the  Latter  Days 
upon  the  earth  ;  and  that  1  slrdl  walk  and  talk  with  him,  and  see 
him  for  myself,  for  it  is  possible,  that  by  tlie  lengthning  of  their 
days,  they  might  attain  to  this  knowledge. 

A  ma:)  may  spend  a  whole  day  in  making  observation  of  ot!i- 
ers,  apd  not  having  wisdom  enough  to  shun  their  follies,  or  copy 
their  virtues,  have  to  live  tomorrow,  and  perhaps  a  week,  to  expe- 
rience in  himself,  what  he  witnessed  in  others  to-day ;  and  what 


IS  applicable  to  a  day,  or  week,  is  applicable 'to  a  whole  life  ,  and 
if  men  would  learn  from  others  experience,  they  would  gather 
more  knowledge  in  thirty  years,  than  they  now  gain  in  sixty  ; — 
and  their  last  thirty  years  might  be  applied  to  the  further  advance- 
ment of  their  intelligence. 

The  true  age  of  man,  is  the  amount  of  intelligence  acquired, 
and  labor  performed,  and  not  the  number  of  years  he  has  lived. — 
Should  man  exist  forever,  learn  nothing  and  do  nothing,  his  life 
would  be  a  vacuum;  his  reward  would  be  according  to  his  works; 
no  location  or  space  would  be  required  for  his  future  entertainment. 
That  man,  then,  who  does  (he  most,  in  reality  lives  the  longest, 
and  will  receive  the  greatest  reward ;  and  so  far  as  men  use 
their  knowledge,  the  one  who  does  the  most,  must  consequently 
know  the  most,  hence  intelligence  is  the  governing  principle. 

If  the  Gods  had  not  possessed  intelligence  to  govern  and  direct 
their  faith,  they  might  have  labored  until  the  present  time,  to  cre- 
ate a  world,  and  the  earth  would  have  been  no  nearer  its  present 
form,  than  it  was  at  its  chaos,  unless  it  had  been  by  chance ;  and 
a  poor  chance  too,  for  if  they  had  not  had  the  requisite  knowledge, 
all  the  Gods  of  eternity  might  have  labored  until  this  time,  without 
producing  a  spider's  web,  and  that  would  be  a  poor  chance  to  hang 
a  world  on. 

As  the  Gods  are  governed  and  govern  by  intelligence;  man,  the 
image  of  his  maker,  should  be  governed  by  the  same  principle  ; — 
and  no  matter  from  whence  the  intelligence  is  derived,  whether 
from  the  heavens  above,  from  the  earth  beneath,  or  from  hell  un- 
der the  earth ;  the  man  who  possesses  the  purest  and  most  exten- 
sive fountain  of  intelligence,  must,  and  will  be  the  man  to  hold 
the  preeminence,  and  preside  over  the  destinies  of  his  fellow  be- 
ings on  the  earth ;  and  should  a  combination  of  intelligences 
succeed  in  taking  his  life,  the  principle  remains  good,  for  the  next 
most  intelligent  man  will  succeed  him,  just  as  one  ray  of  light 
succeeds  another.  And  why  ?  because  the  principle  is  godlike, 
:    and  eternal ;  it  had  no  beginning,  it  will  have  no  end. 

Could  I  believe,  for  a  moment,  that  there  is  a  man  on  the  earth, 
so  far  divested  of  good  souse  as  to  doubt  this  assertion,  I  would 
go  further,  and  state  for  his  benefit,  that,  if  it  be  a  principle  at 
all  ;  if  intellig«nce  is  a  principle,  it  is  a  correct  principle,  it  is  a 
t  governing  principle,  for  no  being  ever  did  a  thing  he  did  not  know 
how  to  do ;  and  wherever  principle  exists  it  is  true,  for  such  a 
thing  as  false  principle,  never  did,  and  never  will  exist;  and  why 
Because  principle  is  element,  fundamental  truth,  which  cannot  be 
altered  or  changed,  by  time,  place,  circumstance,  or  operator ;  and 
let  men  or  devils  try  as  much  as  they  please  to  change  it,  it  is  truth 
^  still,  pure  element,  and  all  that  fallible  beings  can  do  with  it, 
towards  varying  its  organic  structure,  is  to  pervert  its  applioaiioa 
or  use. 
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Is  there  such  a  thing  as  false  element  ?  My  objector  says,  yesT 
Please  tell  me,  sir,  how  much  lalse  element  it  would  require  to 
constitute  a  world  like  ours? — I  wait  in  vain  for  a  reply.  Well 
then,  please  toll  me  how  much  false  truth  it  would  take  to  make 
one  fundamental,  true  truth  ? — All  creation  is  silent,  and  let  crea- 
tion remain  silent,  till  these  questions  arc  answered,  or  the  facts 
are  acknowledged,  for  all  creation,  all  worlds,  and  bemgs  therein 
contained,  are  composed  of  element,  even  the  Devils  are  composed 
of  element,  of  principle,  of  eternal  truth,  and  what  makes  them 
so  miserable,  is,  that  they  have  perverted  their  existence,  and 
made  a  wrong  use  of  it. 

Every  mtcUigent  principle,  (and  there  is  no  principle  but  what 
is  intelligent,)  came  from  God;  was  co-existent  with  him;  was 
born  with  him  if  he  ever  was  born ;  had  a  beginning  with 
him,  if  he  had  a  beginning ;  and  if  he  had  not,  (and  he  certainly 
had  no  beginning,)  intelligence  had  no  beginning;  and  that  which 
had  no  beginning  can  have  no  end ;  and  all  intellige:ice,  whether, 
possessed  by  angels  or  men,  devils  or  brutes,  is  as  endless  and  un- 
changeable as  the  God  of  all  the  Gods  ;  and  all  that  finite  mortals 
or  immortals  can  do  with  it  is  to  use  it  aright,  or  pervert  its  use. 
A  thousand  falsehoods  would  not  make  one  truth  ;  and  a  universe 
of  lies  would  not  constitute  one  principle ;  and  when  men  talk 
about /a/Af  principles  they  talk  foolishly  ;  are  so  ignorant  of  prin- 
ciple they  do  not  understand  the  use  of  language  ;  or,  are  wilfully 
blind,  and  want  to  make  others  as  blind  as  themselves,  lest  their 
neighbors  should  see  beyond  them,  and  over-reach  them  in  their 
calculations;  and  every  stickler  for  false  principles,  may  take  whiv^h 
hon;  of  the  dilemma  ho  cliooses  ;  on  one  or  the  other  of  the  tlree 
he  must  hang,  till  he  will  give  up  his  false  principles. 

With  some  men,  art,  science,  intelligence  is  inherent.  Many 
individuals,  in  this  generation,  have  arisen,  who,  without  instruc- 
tion, without  education,  would  instantly  answer  mathematical 
questions  presented,  which  would  cost  mathematicians  days  or 
weeks  of  hard  labor,  close  investigation,  and  figures  almost  with- 
out number.  Such  inherent  minds  grasp  at  the  solution  of  prob- 
lems by  intuition,  and  their  intelligence  therein  is  as  natural  to  them, 
as  their  existence,  and  t!ic  solution  is  as  easily  given,  as  the  swal- 
lowing o(  a  dish  o(  mush  and  nink. 

From  whcjice  has  this  intuition  originated?  From  God.  It  is 
a  portion  of  himself,  a  part  of  his  own  existence  ;  it  is  intelligence, 
and  a  sufficient  amount  of  intelligence  in  any  being  would  make 
constitute,  or  form  the  spirit  and  body  of  a  perfect  God.  Has 
God  a  body?  All  Gods  have  bodies,  except  the  christian's  God. 
Abraham's  God  had  a  body,  and  eat  at  tiie  same  table  with  him  ; 
Moses  talked  witli  liim  ficc  to  face;  and  Adam  was  formed  in  his 
perfect  likeness.  The  Pagans  are  so  tenacious  of  the  body  of 
iheir  God,  that  if  iie  has  not  got  a  body,  they  will  make  him  one; 


and  hence  the  origin  of  Idols.  When  men  began  to  forget  the 
true  God,  and  became  christians,  falsely  so  called,  and  began  to 
worship  a  God  of  their  own  vain  imagination,  without  body,  parts, 
or  passions,  the  good  sense  of  heathenism  was  ashamed,  and 
began  to  make  Gods  with  their  own  hands  ;  so  necessary  was  it,  in 
their  view  that  God  should  have  a  body,  that  without  a  body 
they  considered  him  no  God,  and  very  justly  too. 

But,  again,  what  is  this  intuition  of  some  men  which  is  a  portion 
of  Deity  ?  It  is  revelation.  It  is  the  possessing  of  knowledge  in 
a  godlike  manner,  without  the  aid  of  reason.  The  Gods  do  not 
reason  concerning  any  thing  committed  to  their  charge.  They 
see  as  they  are  seen  ;  they  know  as  they  are  known  ;  and  behold, 
the  end  from  the  beginning  of  any  proposition.  This  to  men,  is 
revelation,  intelligence,  intuition,  by  which  all  problems  are  solved 
at  thought.  A  very  little  of  this  intuition  of  the  Gods  committed 
to  man,  makes  hiin  a  wonder,  a  prodigy,  among  his  species ;  and 
when  such  an  one  has  made  his  appearance  a»nong  the  learned  in 
this  age,  he  has  no  more  been  received,  his  t\  lents  appreciated,  or 
his  wisdom  patronized,  than  Jesus  was  among  the  learned  Doctors 
of  his  day  ;  although  many  of  the  most  important  inventions  and 
discoveries  and  improvements  have  arisen  with  men  who  have 
never  trod  on  the  tioor  of  a  College  Hall. 

The  native  gilts  of  men  are  as  various  as  their  phiz.  Some  of 
the  greatest  intuitionists  that  have  ever  lived,  were  so  ignorant  of 
the  use  of  the  pen  ami  pencil,  that  they  were  incapable  of  leaving 
their  knowledge  in  writing.  Many  such  have  died  unmourned  by 
a  heartless  world,  and  their  intelligence  was  lost  with  them;  while 
some  have  been  born,  almost  with  a  quill  in  their  fingers,  so  natural 
has  been  their  gift  for  writing  ;  but  when  the  clods  have  covered 
their  heads,  all  that  was  lett  for  their  epitaph,  was  a  few  black 
marks,  the  mere  remembrancer  of  others  thoughts,  to  please  the 
eye  of  the  traveller. 

So  tenacious  have  been  popular  colleges  and  schools  of  the 
moneyed-monopolies-of-their-chartered- purse-strings,  that  when 
any  prodigy  of  intelligei^ce,  or  scientific  genius  has  made  his  appear- 
ance and  opened  up  the  highway  of  knowledge  on  any  subject,  m  so 
brief  and  simple  a  form,  that  a  child  might  learn  in  a  week,  what 
would  take  them  months  or  ^''ears  to  teach,  they  have  looked  upon 
him  as  a  fearful  competitor,  whose  presence  they  could  not  endure; 
and  if  he  did  not  depart  at  their  nod,  they  would  persecute  him 
with  all  manner  of  slander  and  abuse,  for  the  sake  of  conceahng 
their  ignorance,  and  saving  their  popularity  :  and  because  the  col- 
leges have  raised  the  hue  and  cry,  the  most  exdted  of  natuic  s 
gilts,  and  men  of  true  science,  have  alike  been  trum|)eted  to  thuir 
gi-av.^s,  with  ourang-outang  eloquence,  by  the  ignorant  mnltitude. 

But  why  is  tiie  multitude  ignorant  ?  Why  are  not  men  educa- 
ted in  christian  countries,  where  universities,  colleges,  and  semi- 


naries  have  existed  for  centuries  ?  Because  that  "purse  proud 
professors,"  have  combined  with  those  who  have  the  rule  over 
them  ;  such  as  Chancellors,  Regents,  and  Guardians,  to  clothe 
their  doings  in  scientific  mystery  and  make  the  ignorant  mass  be- 
lieve that  their  towers  of  fame  are  so  high,  they  could  only  be 
reached  by  golden  rounds ;  and  should  any  one  attempt  the 
mighty  ascent  by  any  other  ladder,  it  would  rot,  and  the  presump- 
tuous aspirant  v/ould  fall  before  he  could  reach  the  threshold  of 
their  sanctuary. 

Arc  christian  colleges  alone  censurable  for  the  ignorance  of 
men  ?  No !  but  there  the  seeds  of  miserly  ignorance  are  sown  , 
and  cultivated  with  skillful  hands,  until  the  fruit  is  sufficiently 
ripened,  to  be  transplanted  into  the  various  thoroughfares  of  soci- 
ety by  di^jlomitic  skill,  and  from  thenca  they  are  found  spreading 
into  every  walk  of  social  life,  wherever  ignorance  has  credulity 
enough  to  nourish  them,  until  they  may  be  found  in  every  council 
of  state,  in  every  legislative  hall,  making  laws  that  none  but  those 
that  are  as  ignorant  «A'Jlearned  as  themselves  shall  sit  on  tlie  judg- 
ment seat,  plead  at  the  bar,  relieve  the  pangs  of  the  dying,  wrap 
himself  in  the  sacerdotal  robe,  or  aspire  to  any  branch  of  business 
or  profession  that  shall  bring  gold  to  their  culfers ;  and  should  a 
Henry,  a  Thompson,  or  a  Whitfield  arise  in  all  the  intuitive  great- 
ness of  nature's  majestic  intelligence,  to  dispel  the  fog  of  legal 
mystery,  light  the  lamp  of  medical  science,  or  attempt  to  jioiiit 
the  weary  travellers  to  a  habitation  of  rest,  beyond  t!ie  grave ; 
they  must  sit  down  again,  and  sit  in  silence,  or  risk  a  martyrdom 
for  their  temerity. 

But  why  is  this?  Because  these  geniuses  of  nature,  have  not 
spent  a  certain  number  of  years  in  some  liberally  endowed,  and 
popular  institution,  so  as  to  keep  the  trade  good  ;  and  because  they 
can  do  what  liberally  educated  men  cannot  do.  If  men  learn 
without  spending  a  certain  number  of  years  at  college,  there  is  no 
income  for  the  diploma,  and  the  professor's  purse  will  grow  light. 
Should  men  learw  the  true  science  of  Medicine,  liaw,  or  Divinity 
without  a  Diploma;  Theological  S.-nj  laries.  l.aw  Schools,  and 
Medical  Halls,  would  cease  for  want  of  profess  ;s;  the  golden 
ladder  that  leads  to  their  Elysian  \v.;lks,  wo.ild  bo  i,roke,i,  their 
livings  would  be  destroyed. 

From  whence  have  leirned  men  derived  tiioir  most  valuab'e 
information?  Ask  the  most  intelligent  physicians,  those  who 
have  waded  through  all  the  windings  of  scientific  halls,  ask  them 
who  has  made  the  greatest  discoveries  in  the  healing  art,  and  they 
will  tell  you ;  or  search  their  writings  and  there  you  may  read 
their  answer,  "Students  of  nature,  cmpyrics;  those  who  have 
had  native  talents  for  the  profession,  and  are  graduates  of  iNatures 
College  ;"  and  are  such  men,  the  greatest  benefactors  of  their 
race,  to  be  despised  by  Christendom  in  the  nineteenth  century  ? — 


They  have  been  despised,  they  are  despised  and  persecuted  ;  and 
so  long  as  this  remains  true  in  respect  to  one  profession,  the  prin- 
ciple will  remain  good  in  relation  to  the  various  professions  ;  and 
so  long  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  people  wil'l  remain  in  igno- 
rance, and. such  might  well  be  thankful,  that  "where  ignorance  is 
bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise." 

Where  is  the  justice  ;  what  kind  of  equity  bears  rule  in  the 
minds  of  the  learned  professors,  when  they  will  grant  a  diploma 
to  a  man  who  has  spent  three,  four  or  seven  years  with  them,  and 
paid  them  well  for  their  tuition,  although  the  man  himself,  15  so  near 
being  a  natural  fool  that  he  has  no  comprehension  of  a  hundredth 
part  of  the  matter  that  has  be«n  presented  before  him  ;  and  at  the 
same  time,  will  deny  another  man  his  diploma,  who  has  gone 
through  all  their  regular  studies,  in  one  or  two  years,  and  has  a 
good  understaiidiag  of  them,  and  all  because  he  has  not  stayed 
his  time  out,  and  payed  full  bills  for  services  never  had  !  It  is 
pocket  justice,  it  is  golden  equity.  Where  such  justice  and 
equity  bear  rule,  superior  iutellect,  strong  memory,  acute  judg- 
ment, penetration,  perseverance,  untiring  industry,  and  heavenly 
intelligence  arc  of  no  use,  (u  ly  to  serve,  the  college  president  and 
professors  as  stirrup  holders  and  boot  blacks. 

At  such  institutions,  diplomas  are  not  granted  for  merit,  for 
learning,  for  intelligence,  for  industry  ;  but  for  time,  for  gold,  for 
the  "mighty"  dollars  paid  into  the  coffers  of  those  richlv  endow- 
ed institutions,  whose  ''benevolence  knows  no  bounds"  for  the 
God  they  worship.  Is  not  this  the  case  generally  with  colleges 
throughout  Christendom  ?  if  it  is  not,  it  is  because  they  have 
changed  their  principles  since  intelligence  has  been  received  from 
the  other  world  ;  and  could  such  intelligence  be  received,  most 
gladly  would  I  cease  my  address  to  give  thanks  to  my  Heavenly 
Father  for  the  glorious  news,  for  the  spirit  of  reformation  and  pro- 
gression it  would  nii>;ifjst  to  me,  towards  the  exaltation  of  my 
fellov/  beings,  in  true  science.  But  no  such  cheering  intelligence 
salutes  my  ears.  If  my  jiosition  ;  if  my  statements  are  false,  let 
the  learned  presidents  and  professors,  chancellors  and  regents  of 
Christendom,  on  Vv^hom  tliey  are  charged,  speak  out,  and  s!iow  me 
my  error,  and  I  will  make  the  retraction  as  broad  as  the  assertion; 
and  until  they  shall  do  this,  let  all  holiest  and  good  men 
believe  that  I  have  told  the  truth ;  for  truth  always  courts  investi- 
gation, while  ignorance  will  skulk  into  midnight  darkness. 

When  filschood  cannot  answer  truth,  it  will  cry  out,  "let  it 
'  alone ;  th-j  less  you  liave  to  do  with  it  the  better  ;  it  is  no  good 
any  how  ;  be  still  ;  take  no  notice  of  it,  if  you  do,  you  will  be 
deceived."  Such  like  assertions  have  become  so  old  and  stale, 
that  the  Devil  is  asliamed  of  them.  Is  proof  wanted  ?  The  whole 
world  has  been  trying  to  believe,  for  a  long  time,  that  there  was 
'to  be  no  more  revelation;  that  God  had  sealed  up  his  lips  ;    has 


done  speaking  for  ever;  but  recently,  christian  and  infidel,  arobe- 
s^inuing  to  think  that  he  has  spoken  again  through  his  Ponghkeep- 
sie  seer  and  prophet,  and  througli  many  lesser  seers:  and  all  just 
because  his  Satanic  majesty  has  seen  fit  to  comiuence  revelation,  t 
as  the  only  way  to  compete  with  the  God  of  Israel,  in  his  work. — 
For  a  long  time  his  majesty  said  there  was  to  be  no  more  revela- 
tion, and  when  more  came,  he  said  ''let  it  alone,  take  no  notice  of 
it  or  you  will  be  deceived,"  but  when  the  people  Vv^^uld  believe 
this  no  longer,  he  commenced  giving  revelation  hiniself  and  ma- 
ny believed  in  him  :  and  if,  when  tliey  can  no  longer  make  the 
people  believe  that  I  have  spoken  falsely  concerning  them,  the 
officers  of  christian  colleges,  will  come  out,  own  the  truth  and  re- 
form, for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people  :  I  will  thank  God  and  ^ 
take  courage. 

But  what  is  to  be  understood  by  the  term  ^HiberaUy  endowed 
institutions  ?"  a  certaisi  institution  that  his  received  a  liberal,  an 
immense  amount  of  futuls  from  the  public,  and  never  made  any 
returns  therefor.  If  this  is  not  the  true  m?aniag  according  to  po;-  * 
ular  lexicographical  action,  I  am  ignorant  of  terras ;  and  vv-ill  be 
obliged  to  any  cr liege  m  christendon.  that  will  correct  me  :  and 
should  some  learned  professor,  or  j^rcsident.  object  to  the  defini- 
tion, arid  say  the  institution  is  liberally  supplied  with  books,  tnaps,  ^. 
charts,  diagrams,  apparatus,  fine  and  conmiodious  buildings,  gar- 
dens, walk.»^,  llower-beds,  c\c  »f.  c.  It  is  adnsitted  :  but  w!io  pays 
for  it  ?  The  student :  and  no  mm  may  stay  there  a  day,  who 
does  not  pay  well  for  the  use  of  these  things.  IJut  the  professor 
continues,  "he  nays  not  for  the  use  of  these  things,  but  for  our  * 
teachings."  What  does  this  impl /  ?  surely  that  the  buildings, 
books,  gar:lens,  apparatus  »fcc.,  constitute  the  college;  and  jiresi- 
dents,  pn^fess^rs.  tutors  vk-c,  have  no  part  in  the  matter  :  they  are 
not  liberally  endowed:  they  must  be  paid  for  every  thing  they  do: 
they  constitute  no  pint  of  the  institution,  they  are  only  appcnda-,r 
ges  :  and  the  students  who  will  pay  uy.  the  door  /:(>rpers,  liberally, 
for  our  trouble,  may  enjoy  liberally  all  t!ie  privili^res  of  our  lib- 
erally endowed  college,  on  the  most  liberal  principles,  and  we 
will  give  the  most  liberal  education,  and  grant  our  mrst  liberal 
diploma  unto  all  such  liberal  benefactors,  ag  shall  so  lil)orally  be-» 
stow  their  lib.^nd  moiety,  upf  n  our  liberally  endowed  facilities,  to 
communicate  such  liberal  information:  for  th;>  furtiu'rance  of  our 
liberal  munificence. 

If  this  doctrine  is  correct;  if  buildings,  books,  apparatus,  tfcc. 
corstitute  the  cilleg«%  instead  of  Regents,  Presidents,  Professors:^ 
if  these  inert  materials  are  the  center  of  all  knowledge,  instead  <  i 
the  hands  of  those  who  handle  them;  then  let  their  liberally 
endowed  brick  and  sto:ies,  mortar,  and  irravol,  books  and  appara- 
tus, pavements,  fiower-beds,  cVc.  be  liberally  distributed, 
among  a  liberal  people,  that  all  may  be  able  to  ring  their  own  lib^. 
-eral  belKhv  pnllir^  th^^ir  ^v/n  liberal   rop*^,  and  give  all  old  pro- 


lessors  the  liberal  privilege,  of  procuring  a  libera'  incnm>*,  by 
granting  a  liberal  hoeitig,  with  their  own  liberal  hands,  to  their 
own  liberall/ ac  iuired  potatoes,  tliat  their  liberally  eidou-e.l  liv- 
ings, may  no  longer  depe  i  i  o  i  th)  liber  il  d>  latioas,  of  their  lib- 
eral friends,  who  have  worked  liberally,  to  give  them  a  liberal 
living,  and  in  return  have  received  no  liberality,  only  what  they 
have  liberally  paid  for  in  advance. 

Such  a  mnlti]'lynig  ofcullegesby  the  scitteri  ig  of  bricks,  books 
and  bell  ropes,  niiglit  b^^  very  profit  ible  for  the  people  geier.Uly, 
if  their  b>ok3  \v.!re  not  s)  ni /■s';itie  1  by  d/in^  ig  lorince,  aii 
clothed  iridiii  li.'i^ia^e^,  sithit  a  mii  mist  soe  rl  one  life,  to 
learn  to  read  anything  therein  written;  aid  books  are  this  writ- 
ten to  prevent  the  common  people  from  reading  ;  and  were  t'lo 
books  which  are  now  printed,  written  in  living  languages,  thj 
pe  )ple  generally  would  become  informed,  education  as  a  profes- 
sion would  cease,  and  the  craft  wotild  be  nt  ai  e  id,  as  lib 3 rally, 
and  effectually  as  though  it  had  never  existed,  while,  ;is  th"/ 
now  exist,  mcst  br  cks  are  calculated  to  daikeii  science,  by  Vv'ords 
without  knowledge. 

Why  are  dead  lana;uages  generally  taught  i  i  cilleges  to  the  cx- 
c-usion  of  the  i.ujig;?  "for  the  purpose  of  disciplining  the  mi  1 1," 
Whi  ga.'G  this  answer?  T  le  colleges,  w'lo  by  produnig  mental 
death,  liberally  endow  the  dead  and  useless  languages;  bit  n3i 
ofseiseand  tho  ight  will  u  ndersta  1 1,  that  the  mill  canbedis'J- 
plined  as  well  by  a  livi  i^  liiguage.  as  a  dead  one  ;  w.^re  it  not  si, 
it  would  be  of  the  ntmost  importance  for  all  who  would  become 
conversant  witli  h'lman  nature,  to  resort  to  tho  grav^e-yirds,  aid 
spend  their  hours  among  the  boues  and  ashes  of  gone  by  genera- 
tions, rather  than  '-.eek  the  society  of  the  living.  This  doctrine 
may  be  sweu-i  io  the  surgeon  short  of  patients,  bnt  hard  to  bo  be- 
lieved by  philosophers, 

But  "many  of  the  studies,  and  a  greit  proportion  of  tiie  intelli- 
gence of  popular  books,  are  written  in  (he  dead  langnages,  and 
St  ide-'ts  nnst  learn  them  to  get  at  tlie  information  therein  cou- 
tiincd.'  Triie ;  but  i'  the  intelligeu' e  coiitained  ii  these  dead 
bocks  is  so  very  good  that  it  cannot  be  dispensed  \vith,w'iy  hvive 
not  learned  professors  translated  them,  s")  t!iit  all  me  i  might  read 
them  in  their  osni  language?  Here  craft  is  in  danger  again,  for 
if  bofks  were  .vritten  so  plain  an-l  easy  to  be  understood,  that  all 
men  could  l^^arn  for  the  iiselves,  there  would  be  bnt  little  use  fur 
f  rofessors  hiie. 

Of  Vi^hat  use  are  the  dead  languages  ?  Says  t'lc  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity, '"it  is  necessary  that  students  should  understand  ihem,  so 
as  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  original."  Where  would  bo 
the  neccG.iity  of  this  if  the  doctors  or  professors  would  translate 
them  correctly  ?  We  could  then  read  them  correctly  in  our  own 
tongue.  If  they  ca  mot  translate  them  correctly,  they  cannot 
teach  othcro  to  do  it ;  ai-d  if  they  can  translate  correctly,  v/hy  the 
great  divcrc.:./  cf  tra2iiii..nio:is  among  the  l3ariiea?     If  the  g.;c.u 
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diversified  and  contradictory  translations  of  the  Sacred  Records 
arise  fiom  tlic  ignorance  ot' the  learned  professors  of  Christendom, 
we  can  very  well  dispense  with  their  college  services.  We  are 
ignorant  enough  of  ourseh^es,  without  their  tuition  :  and  if  they 
know  how  to  translate  correctl}-,  i:.  alike,  &  will  pervert  the  mean- 
ing of  the  sacred  volume,  we  have  still  less  use  for  their  labors  • 
for  satan  can  do  enough  such  work  of  his  own,  without  their  help. 

V/here  then  shall  t'le  honest  man's  confidence  centre,  in  this, 
the  nineteenth  century,  the  boasted  age  of  light  and  liberty?  where 
shall  wisdom  be  found,  and  intelligence  unveil  itself,  while  there 
is  not  learning  or  honesty  enough  in  all  Christendom  to  translate 
the  Holy  Bible  correctly;  no  two  agreeing;  all  boasting  over  their 
great  learning,  and  inuurniiig  over  the  ignorance  of  their  fathers, 
and  at  the  same  time  cannot  tell  the  meaning  of  their  father's 
words?  If  they  could,  they  could  translate  correctly,  and  alike, 
over  all  Christendom.  O  shame!  where  is  thy  blush,  when  thou 
lookest  on  such  learned  ignorance,  and  listens  to  their  pompous, 
empty  boastings! 

What  are  the  dead  languages  good  for?  They  are  good  to  feast 
the  motiier  of  harlots;  and  are  being  served  up  as  a  final  supper,  to 
her,  and  her  degenerate  offspring,  and  they  will  soon  depart  from 
the  banquet  table  of  their  dead  carcasses  to  a  long  night  of  silence, 
when  their  boastings  will  be  heard  no  more,  for  ever! 

What  is  the  use  of  learning?  It  is  used  by  the  few  to  enslave 
the  many.  What  should  be  the  use  of  learning?  It  should  be  used 
as  a  mighty  engine  to  do  good,  to  exalt  all  men  to  greater  glory; 
and  if  all  the  learned  men  of  Christendom  had  known  this,  and 
practised  upon  it  for  the  last  two  centuiieS;  doing  as  they  would 
be  done  unto,  instead  of  a  miserly  endowed  college,  once  in  two, 
three  or  five  hundred  miles,  doing  little  or  no  good,  a  general  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  would  have  transpired  among  the  people;  and 
the  scriptures  of  eternal  truth  would  have  been  translated,  and 
read  in  evrry  living  la)tgiiai;c  under  the  whole  heavens. 

If  the  due  organization  of  proper  ofTicers,  constitute  a  college; 
and  the  buildings,  books,  6ni.,  are  mere  apj  cndages;  if  the  officers 
and  professois  arc  the  main  spjing,  to  put  in  motion  all  other  parts 
of  the  machinery,  then  that  college  only  may  truly  be  said  to  be 
liberally  endowed,  whose  titilinn  [■ifrcc]  and  that  institution  which 
has  received  liberally,  and  does  not  impart  as  libernlly,  by  making 
free  its  tuition,  instead  of  b'Mug  liberally  endowed,  is  endowed  lilce 
the  miser,  his  coffers  have  been  liberally  supplied,  and  that  is  the 
end  of  his  greatness  and  goodness;  he  neither  uses  his  finids,  nor 
sutlers  others  to  use  them,  uidess  he  can  receive  in  return  a  double 
reward;  and  every  institution  endowed  with  such  miserly  princi- 
ples, will  keep  every  man  in  ignoratice,  who  is  not  able  to  ascend 
their  golden  rounds,  and  feast  their  glittering  Cods. 

Of  wliat  use  are  popular  diplomas?  They  add  honor,  wealth, 
and  fame  to  their  titled  possessors.  They  are  tinkling  cymbals, 
forthcoming  at  the   call  of  gold.     ^Vhat  mean   the  empty,  high 
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sounding  titles  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Doctor  of 
Divinity?  Whatever  was  intended,  tJie  true,  literal  meaning  is, 
their  laws  are  sick,  and  a  doctor  is  created  tc^  cure  them.  Their 
medicines  are  poison,  and  their  doctors  are  appointed  to  convert 
and  heal  them  if  he  can,  while  suflering  hunjanity  is  left  to  die 
neglected.  Their  divinity  is  on  t'.ie  wane,  their  gods  have  become 
old,  blind,  and  decrepid,  and  are  their  Doctors  of  Divinity  sent  forth 
to  revive  the  expiring  spark,  ope  the  hearing  ear,  and  quicken  the 
all  searching  eye  of  their  object  worshi]  ?  No!  Gcds  without 
body,  parts,  or  passions,  are  not  subjects  for  the  doctor;  he  can  on- 
ly stand,  by  his  gulden  altar,  and  cry,  "great  is  the  Gcd  I  worship: 
he  is  Almighty;  his  centre  is  every  where,  and  his  circumference 
no  where:"  and  he  might  add  in  truth,  I  am  bigger  than  my  God, 
for  any  being  without  a  body  is  no  being  nt  all:  and  we  lea\e  this 
Doctor  of  Divinity  to  doctor  up  the  credulity  of  the  ignorant  mul- 
titude, and  make  the  most  he  can  of  it,  for  his  om'u  benefit. 

It  is  often  asserted  with  much  truth,  "that  it  is  hard  to  learn 
old  dogs  new  tricks;"  but  it  is  far  easier  to  learn  them  new  tricks, 
than  it  is  to  break  them  of  their  old  ones;  and  the  principle  is 
equally  as  true  when  applied  to  men  as  to  brutes.  Gentlemen,  I 
have  introduced  a  few  of  the  fooleries;  a  little  of  the  avarice,  and 
cunning;  and  a  small  amount  of  the  wickedness,  that  is  pervading 
the  walks,  of  a  popular  college  life;  that  you  may  shun  them  at 
the  beginning,  and  not  have  to  unlearn,  what  most  literary  insti- 
tutions must  imlearn,  if  they  would  ever  become  the  benefactors 
of  mankind.  I  delight  not  to  dwell  on  tlije  faults  of  my  fellow 
beings,  or  expose  them  to  the  public  gaze;  but  if  we  do  not  take  a 
passing  observation,  so  that  wc  may  shun  them,  we  are  liable  to 
fall  nito  the  same  errors,  and  a  great  portion  of  our  short  existence 
IS  liable  to  be  spent,  in  experiencing  things  of  no  value,  which  we 
might  have  siiunned,  therefore  it  is  wisdom  for  wise  men  to  keep 
tlien-  eyes  and  cars  open  to  every  thing,  shun  the  evil,  and  embrace 
the  good,  whenever  and  wljerever  [resented. 

A  great,  and  mighty  people  are  now  louking  to  you,  to  lay  the 
foundation  and  guide  the  erection  of  a  suj:ei  structure  for  a  univer- 
sity, that  shall  introduce  them  and  their  posterity  to  a  perpetual 
increase  of  knov\iedge,  science,  ai;d  intelligence;  and  should  you 
falter,  in  the  executjcn  of  the  enterprise;  sliculd  you  fall  into  the 
by-ways,  labarynths  and  darkness  of  like  institutions,  you  will 
find  every  hand  of  an  abused  patronage,  will  be  an  Ishmaelitc 
against  you;  I  speak  not  this,  because  I  fear,  or  doubt  of  your  de- 
signs; far  from  it;  I  know  your  worth;  lvalue  your  intelligence;  I 
appreciate  your  integrity;  and  have  no  feelings  of  dubiety  concern- 
ing your  operations;  but  I  simply  speak  the  feelings  of  a  noble 
people,  who  are  zealous  of  their  rights  and  privileges  with  a  God- 
like zeal. 

Open  then  the  flood  gates  of  intelligence  to  all  who  may  seek 
shelter  from  the  blasts  of  political  warfare,  party  strife,  and  nation- 
al jerplexities,  in  our  peaceful  vale,  appropriate  the  early  funds  o 


the  institutio'i  y^ii  rorres3'if,  to  qualifying  teacliers  for  all  c  ommoi 
schniils.  aiid  rr.ndeniics.  ni:(l  1  eirii)  tr  rulloct  such  aj>(  aratns.  hooks, 
&:c.,  rs  shall  he.  i:eci'ssary  !"<  r  tlie  rn)  id  intjif  vcmert  of  children, 
r.i)d  y<'Uth,  in  rue  the  Ei  glish  h^ngn.'iee  cf  idl  snpei-fluous  letters, 
figiues  'I  .d  c  ^ndii:iatif'''s:  steni  tlio  tide  of  popular  iirnora  -re.  de- 
Lisio  !,i  id  mIsj'iomI;  pri  .t  bo^k^  t'lit  a  c'lill  'Tiiy  reil.  a'l  1  \rhe  i 
road,  may  he  n;-derst"od;  translate  all  useful  i-jfrrmatio  i  to  he 
fou'  d  i'l  dead  la'-guafcs  to  a  living  sjeech:  gather  arrui:d  you 
te;'f-h(\s  i  everv  laMy;u:ige  under  hearen.  that  students  may  go 
from  he  or-  to  ;'.ll  reo}  1(\  a  id  feel  at  home;  and  as  fnst  ap  your 
mea-  s  will  •  ermit.  erect  i  lain,  ueat.  and  suhstantia!  hnildini;s;  and 
let  r!l  y<  nr  0x1  e  ditiir*  s  le  uj;ou  the  snme  princi)  le.  until  every 
i;  dixidiiii!  of  the  ?^t;itehps  a  gofwl  education,  asid  tenchers  are  free 
to  i-  s^iict  nv^re;  a  ul  g(  Id  a' d  silver  are  so  plenty  in  your  C(  flers, 
yon  k  ■  \v  nit  whr>t  to  flo  with  ii;  then  adorii  your  hnilding  with 
dian""  m's  and  [recii'us  stones,  and  make  your  apparatus  c{  ivory 
and  ffi M. 

Fnt  l(''f:e  tl  is  t'ne  rrrivcs,  you  v.  1  reed  a  few  hundred  mil- 
liot;s  ^-  r  !'ecossn-v  'racticrd  -urifses,  fVr  the  |  ayrnent  of  teach- 
ers, f (  r  thf  crention  and  furnishing  of  lahratorios.  and  philosoj  hie 
elucidations.  T\iv  earlier  you  cau  est.ihlish  an  observatory  on 
the  hill  t  >;  s  tlie  better;  and  if  you  can  t?et  near  enough  towards  the 
lioavens.  cni  mou"tii  1  heights,  rr  by  ieles<'0]>e,  to  see  all  the  i  lan- 
ets  of  our  iwu  S'lpr  systt-m.  you  will  accom' lish  a  work  long 
^^viTttht  ffM-  by  the  V^'ure*!  world,  LiU  soneht  in  vain.  Call  urou 
.;":rf''o  it'tu  t  ve  i  t^lliaej^cufs  of^arth'.  to  tloek  frn  t4ie  stariiWd  of 
i  !to!lice!!ce.  and  ndd  their  initrs;  and  let  them  kf)ow  thnt  here 
they  can  bf  free  to  crnmiiuiicate  all  thnt  has  been  made  kno'vicri 
to  th<^m.  w 'thoiit  cainsiyinir  or  jersecntion. 

]?;ds«' t'e  st'tndard  of  intelligence  so  high  that  mortals  cannot 
ovneifh  yon.  a'ld  make  the  ascent  so  sradnal  and  easy  that  all 
»r.av  a'tiiin  uuto  if;  for'ere  ]o\\^  the  world  will  be  lookin?  to  your 
ii  stitntio'.  rs  the  Queen  of  science,  kines  .tud  nobles  will  become 
its  t-atro'T,  their  s'^nsand  dan^hters  will  lie  educiited  luidcr  y  iir 
fosf'^'r':  "t  cnrc,  and  from  hence  the  sun  of  scienee  will  in^part  its 
'.rohh";  hopTns  t(   earth's  remotest  bounds. 

We  i-e-'  then  t'  a  a  liberally  endowed  institution,  is  one  that  is 
i]  Ic  ?;d  f  very  wny  quidified.  to  furnish  free  instruction,  iti  all  Inn- 
j'nnrrrr,  a.ts.  ?c  ei  ce.  rn  d  ii  telltgei  ce.  to  all  men,  women  aiul 
c^'ildre:*.  w'-.o  are  looki- ur,  or  have  a  riglit  to  look  to  the  s me, 
f '  r  rie  oien'  s  of  exue  idi  ig  their  physical  aid  mental  powers,  un- 
til thev  are  :dl  qualified  to  act  in  any  s;  '  ore  of  life  where  (Jod 
nd  duty  may  call  them;  a"d  cf  acquiritijr  r  II  the  iiitelligence  man 
iscT^aMe  of  poss-'ssit'g  on  earth;  be  mry  then  with  propriety  re- 
ceive h'shoncnry  diilona  on  real  mciit.  and  st  araleft  amona-  the 
GoJis,  wjierc  he  may  e  iter  on  I'.ew  fieldsof  science,  e!)ter  a  c<  ll(^2:e 
cf  f-^v  more  lileral  e-'dow'^^r>rts,  ar.d  jrogress  iu  intdlisence 
t!:^'uuv,h  all  cteniity  tf  eternities. 


